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I. Question:  Is an antidegradation analysis and finding required for a commercial forest operation 

that is regulated under Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA, AS 41.17)? 

 

Answer:  Yes, the proposed antidegradation regulations, analysis and findings may apply to 

commercial forest operations in the following manner: 

                

1. As specified in 18 AAC 70.016(a)(1), the regulations would apply if the commercial forest 

operation has a point source discharge (e.g., an in-water log storage area) to a water of the US 

within the state that requires either; (A) an Alaska Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(APDES) Program permit under 18 AAC 83 (and specifically 18 AAC 83.635), or  

(B) a 401 water quality certification under a 404 permit.   

OR 

2. As specified in 18 AAC 70.016(c)(7)(C), if a proposed point source discharge is to a receiving 

waterbody that also contains state regulated nonpoint sources (in this case a commercial 

forest operation), the department (Division of Water) would be required to identify the state 

regulated nonpoint source(s), consider whether there any noncompliance issues with required 

best management practices and consult with other state agencies as necessary.  This would be 

a required department finding prior to authorization of the proposed point source discharge. 

 

II. Question:  Are the previously proposed 2014 Antidegradation Regulations still available for 

review? 

 

Answer:  Yes.  Please contact Earl Crapps, Section Manager Domestic & Industrial Utilities at 

earl.crapps@alaska.gov or (907) 269-7681 to request a copy of the 2014 proposed regulations. 

 

III.  Question:  Are the “department approved forms” as specified in the proposed  

18 AAC 70.016(a)(5) available? 

 

Answer:  No, the referenced forms are not required as part of the proposed regulations package 

currently open for public comment.  The forms will be developed (or existing forms modified) 

and posted for use, once the regulations are final and promulgated.  Current permit application 

forms by sector are posted on the WDAP APDES website at: 

http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wwdp/index.htm, under the middle “Resources” column, “Permit 

Application Forms” link.  Or accessed directly at:  

http://dec.alaska.gov/water/wwdp/online_permitting/permitentry.htm. 
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